Bards in the Bog

Chosen by Shetland Library staff and their Reader-in-Residence. Learn more at www.shetland-library.gov.uk

TAKING AN ONION FOR A WALK

He bulges my bag like a weapon,
crackling against coins like fireworks.

Less innocent than an apple,
his stinging heart perfectly contained.

He rests on my hairbrush,
his beard detangling with every step.

At my door | show him the stars,
little paper boy, his round complete.

Helen Addy

Readers in Residence is developed and administered by Shetland Arts Development Agency and part of
Creative Scotland's Creative Futures programme <http://www.creativescotland.com/investment/creative-
futures>: promoting, connecting and developing Scotland's creative practitioners.
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